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Dear A~~t$es: 

T;baok yo~t~fhe<>pportunity10 review and CQJ!lDlep&on1be~ency~ 
-~ CommitteeondleV1lidationof~tiveMethod$ (lCCVAM) ~~for.~ 

. saf~ testing. ~lwitb Seciioas 3(e)(4), 4(a}am,d4(d)of1he ICCVAM~ A¢1. 
~f®OO (42 -lJ~S.C 28:St.3)~1heCQJDrnt:ntS nom the DepenmeDt oflnterjor (DOl) ondie four
~ve in vftr.() toxicologiaU test methods !o.rocular iJTitants follOw below. 

~ve test method$ for ocularsatety testing have been an important goal in to,q(i()J~cal . 
testibgfordec:ades. So, tbe altemaUve test ~. proposed: (l)&vine ~~-tY :'Pd 
Perm~ty {BCOP) assay; {2) the.lsolated CbiCkcn Eye (ICE) assay; (3) the-ISOlated :Rabbit 
Eye (li:J):~ and (4)1helJen•s Bgg·Test-CbOrioaHantoicMembnUie (HET~ a,saymc 
We~~criticaltoadv~~¢$1$8(ety· ~~ 1'hese:testsaodtbe ·~ 
~'~will~~~fOr ·~-~-- sud1 PJ'Nmccour progress tOWUd 
ICCVAM~ an(! federal policies re~ to.animall¥CI~ care aodvse• 

The DOl dOesnot~~ safety ~-and as such. does:DOt have dJc cxpcrtise-topoyide 
Of1IIIJnCIIfs ~·tJie~) -details ofthr:se al~~ in WITO screening assays. Ho.~~1be 

1~ · . · eommeots arid~.....~ ' · t:--. ~---+=·-...- ,_.,.mthisc · · .. have...__ ~..~. ~,- .. . . . . _ ~·onsUVP.J-.<L\KiA.~uwu ex~'-- .- _J.rea ~I&AM~ 
ao4 ~-~ f.imiJ$onsof.Ute four in vitro safety ~,.ays bave been~lY 
defined and ~es for use oftbe$e assays wbiclunmimiZe qcgadve. cft'~ ()(those . 
lhnitatioos have been developed The ICCVAM is to be commended for~~vc- reviews 
of~methodS~ In geoe.ral, the·ticred·testing approach suggested by the ICCVAM isstaDdard 
~AA':in toxicological screenina and~ strategies. We 5UPPQJ1 fbis·type:·Qf~h 
ancl· lfK: , ~tsofreduaiomjnaniRlal_ ~aDd· ~ Thus,DOihasnotechnicalb&tsj$, ~. -

-~~~~ the foUl'~ safety scrcening:assays within the context ofthe prc)~sed 
li~ testing '$trategy. 
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Susan. I>.. Haseltine 
Associate Di.redor fot Biology 




